
COMPETITION REGULATIONS 

League Format & European Qualification Framework  

Proposed 2026/2027 Competition Calendar 

(Indicative – subject to formal approval) 

• Season Start: 21 August 2026 

• Second Round Completion: 15 March 2027 

• Split Phase Completion: 26 April 2027 

• Rock Cup Final: 1 May 2027 

• Play-Off Final: 15 May 2027 

1. League Format 

1.1 Competition Structure 

1.1.1 The Gibraltar Football League shall consist of eleven (11) clubs. 

1.1.2 The competition shall be played over two phases. 

1.1.3 These Competition Regulations are issued pursuant to Rule 1.5 of the Gibraltar Football 

League Rules and shall be binding on all participating Clubs. 

 

1.2 Regular Season Phase 

1.2.1 During the Regular Season Phase, each club shall play every other club twice. 

1.2.2 This phase shall consist of two (2) rounds of round-robin fixtures. 

1.2.3 Each club shall play a total of twenty (20) matches during this phase. 

 

1.3 League Split 

1.3.1 Upon completion of the twenty (20) Regular Season matches, the league table shall be 

divided as follows: 

a) Clubs ranked 1st to 6th shall form the Championship Group. 

b) Clubs ranked 7th to 11th shall form the Challenge Group. 

 

 



 

1.4 Post-Split Phase 

1.4.1 Following the league split, each club shall play one (1) additional round of matches 

against all other clubs within its respective group. 

1.4.2 Each club in the Championship Group shall play five (5) additional matches. 

1.4.3 Each club in the Challenge Group shall play four (4) additional matches. 

1.4.4 Points accumulated during the Regular Season Phase shall carry forward into the Post-

Split Phase. 

 

1.5 Total League Matches (Regular Season and post-split) 

1.5.1 Each club in the Championship Group shall play a total of twenty-five (25) league 

matches during the season. 

1.5.2 Each club in the Challenge Group shall play a total of twenty-four (24) league matches 

during the season. 

 

2. Maximum Matches — European Qualification 

2.1 For clubs involved in European qualification matches, the maximum number of fixtures 

shall be as follows: 

• League matches: 25 

• Playoff match (if applicable): +1 

• European playoff semi-final: +1 

• European playoff final: +1 

2.2 The maximum total number of matches played by any club during the domestic season 

shall not exceed thirty (30) matches. 

2.3 This structure is intended to ensure competitive balance throughout the season and to 

provide all clubs with meaningful sporting objectives regardless of league position. 

 

 

 



 

 

EUROPEAN QUALIFICATION 

 

3. European Allocation — Three (3) European Places 

3.1 Allocation 

Where Gibraltar is allocated three (3) European competition places, qualification shall be as 

follows: 

• UEFA Champions League → League Winners 

• UEFA Conference League Spot 1 → League Runners-up 

• UEFA Conference League Spot 2 → Domestic Cup Winners 

 

3.2 Scenario 1 — Cup Winner Outside Top Two 

3.2.1 Where the domestic cup winner finishes outside the top two (2) league positions: 

• The cup winner shall qualify directly for UEFA Conference League. 

• No European playoff shall be required. 

3.2.2 European allocation shall remain: 

• Champions League → League Winners 

• Conference League Spot 1 → League Runners-up 

• Conference League Spot 2 → Domestic Cup Winners 

 

3.3 Scenario 2 — Cup Winner Finishes 1st or 2nd 

3.3.1 Where the domestic cup winner finishes 1st or 2nd in the league: 

• The Conference League place allocated to the cup shall become vacant. 

• A European qualification playoff shall be organised. 

 

 



 

 

3.4 Playoff Qualification 

The following clubs shall qualify for the European playoff process: 

• Clubs finishing 3rd, 4th and 5th in the Championship Group; and 

• The winner of a play-in match between: 

o the club finishing 6th in the Championship Group; and 

o the club finishing 1st in the Challenge Group. 

 

3.5 Play-in Match 

3.5.1 The play-in match shall be contested between: 

• Championship Group 6th place; and 

• Challenge Group winner. 

3.5.2 The winner of this match shall qualify for the European playoff. 

 

3.6 European Playoff Structure 

3.6.1 The European playoff shall consist of four (4) clubs: 

• 3rd (Championship Group) 

• 4th (Championship Group) 

• 5th (Championship Group) 

• Play-in match winner 

 

3.6.2 Semi-finals shall be played as follows: 

• 3rd vs Play-in winner 

• 4th vs 5th 

3.6.3 The winners of the semi-finals shall contest the final. 

3.6.4 The winner of the final shall qualify for UEFA Conference League Spot 2. 

 



 

4. European Allocation — Four (4) 

European Places 

 

4.1 Allocation 

Where Gibraltar is allocated four (4) European competition places, qualification shall be as 

follows: 

• UEFA Champions League → League Winners 

• UEFA Conference League Spot 1 → League Runners-up 

• UEFA Conference League Spot 2 → Domestic Cup Winners 

• UEFA Conference League Spot 3 → Playoff Winners 

 

4.2 Scenario 1 — Cup Winner Outside Top Three 

4.2.1 Where the domestic cup winner finishes outside the top three (3) league positions: 

• The cup winner shall qualify directly for UEFA Conference League Spot 2. 

4.2.2 The remaining Conference League place shall be determined via playoff. 

 

4.3 Scenario 2 — Cup Winner Finishes 1st, 2nd or 3rd 

4.3.1 Where the domestic cup winner finishes 1st, 2nd or 3rd in the league: 

• The club finishing 3rd in the Championship Group shall qualify automatically for 

UEFA Conference League Spot 2. 

4.3.2 European allocation shall then be: 

• Champions League → League Winners 

• Conference League Spot 1 → League Runners-up 

• Conference League Spot 2 → 3rd League Position 

• Conference League Spot 3 → Playoff Winners 

 

 



 

4.4 Playoff Eligibility (Four European Places) 

The following clubs shall qualify for the European playoff: 

• Clubs finishing 4th, 5th and 6th in the Championship Group; and 

• The club finishing 1st in the Challenge Group. 

 

 

4.5 European Playoff Structure 

4.5.1 Semi-finals shall be played as follows: 

• 4th vs Challenge Group winner 

• 5th vs 6th 

4.5.2 The winners shall contest a final. 

4.5.3 The winner of the final shall qualify for UEFA Conference League Spot 3. 

4.6 Example — 5th Place Wins the Cup 

Final league positions: 

• 1st → UEFA Champions League 

• 2nd → UEFA Conference League Spot 1 

• 5th → Domestic Cup Winner 

Outcome: 

• The club finishing 5th qualifies directly for UEFA Conference League Spot 2. 

4.6.1 The cup winner shall be removed from playoff eligibility. 

4.6.2 Playoff participants shall be determined by the highest remaining eligible league 

positions together with the Challenge Group winner. 

Eligible clubs shall be: 

• 3rd (Championship Group) 

• 4th (Championship Group) 

• 6th (Championship Group) 

• Winner of the Challenge Group 

4.6.3 The winner of the playoff shall qualify for UEFA Conference League Spot 3. 



 

5. Competition Integrity 

5.1 European playoff mechanisms shall only be organised where overlapping qualification 

routes occur. 

5.2 All European qualification outcomes shall be determined solely by sporting performance 

and predefined competition criteria. 

5.3 No discretionary or ad hoc decisions shall be permitted in the allocation of European 

competition places. 

5.4 For the avoidance of doubt, the organisation and outcome of any playoff competition 

shall not affect the final league standings, positions or ranking of Clubs as determined upon 

completion of the Post-Split Phase. 

5.5 If any Play-In Match, Playoff semi-final or Playoff final concludes in a draw after ninety 

(90) minutes, an additional thirty (30) minutes of extra time shall be played, divided into two 

halves of fifteen (15) minutes each. If the Match remains drawn following extra time, the 

outcome shall be determined by kicks from the penalty mark in accordance with the 

procedure adopted by IFAB. 

5.6 Disciplinary sanctions arising from playoff matches shall be administered in accordance 

with the GFA Disciplinary Regulations. 

5.7 If any playoff match cannot be played or completed, the GFA shall determine the 

qualification outcome having regard to sporting merit, the stage of the competition reached, 

the Gibraltar Football League Rules and these Competition Regulations. 

5.8 In the event of any UEFA access list issue, qualification scenario or qualification overlap 

not expressly addressed in these Regulations, the GFA shall determine the applicable 

qualification pathway in accordance with sporting merit, the UEFA Club Competition 

Regulations and the UEFA access list applicable to the relevant season. 

 

 

 

 

 


